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New eye operation for patients
with severely damaged corneas

SINGAPORE — An acid attack three years
ago left a woman’s eyes badly damaged,
especially her left one.

“I consider (myself) totally blind,” said
the 44-year-old woman, known only as
Madam Ho. Initially, Mdm Ho, who is from
Malaysia, was offered a normal cornea trans-
plant procedure. But she decided not to opt
for the procedure when she learnt that it
would fail within a year. Four months ago, she
opted for Boston keratoprosthesis surgery.

During the procedure, the diseased cor-
nea is removed. An artificial one is then
stitched onto the patient’s eye, and a contact
lens is placed over it.

Mdm Ho said her vision had improved.
“I can see faces, I can see (words).” Her one
complaint: Some itchiness in the eye.

The Eye and Cornea Transplant Centre
said patients who undergo the treatment
are able to achieve at least 90 to 95 per cent
of their visual potential. The procedure is
also better than other cornea transplant
surgeries that use human tissue because it
eliminates the problem of graft rejection.

Dr Leonard Ang, the centre’s medical
director, said: “When you are transplanting
another person’s tissue onto your own eye,
there is always the chance that your body
will reject it. And if it rejects it, the cornea
graft will become cloudy, and the vision
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A patient having her eye checked by Dr Leonard
Ang who successfully performed the first series
of Boston keratoprosthesis transplants here.

will be blur. And patients eventually lose
their vision.

“With the Boston keratoprosthesis ar-
tificial cornea transplant, it is made of a
very bio-compatible material, which is very
well-tolerated by the body.”

The surgery, which costs some $$35,000,
carries with it risks such as inflammation,
infection and a rise in eye pressure.
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