S'pore doc restores Taiwanese woman's sight
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S'pore doc restores Taiwanese woman's
sight

By Gwendolyn Ng

TAIWANESE national Lin Yu Shan (above), 40, vividly remembers the day she
started going blind.

While having dinner at home in the city of Taichung on Jan 8, 2007, Madam Lin's
eyes suddenly became bloodshot and her vision became blurred. She also
experienced pain in her eyes but could not explain what was causing it.

She told my paper yesterday: g‘:;{:;
"Within three days, I couldn't see
anything."

To make matters worse, blisters and { '
sores broke out all over her body. Da_tl ng as far :
After she had sought medical help as 1989
and was hospitalised, she was Jne-wa

diagnosed with Stevens Johnson {"’"ﬁ_
syndrome - a rare life-threatening 0
condition that is usually triggered by

a drug allergy. In her case, the cause =
has remained unknown till today.

Doctors told her that the surface of
her eyes, including her corneas, was damaged.

The insurance agent underwent five separate eye operations in Taiwan, but
nothing seemed to help.

Speaking at a press conference held at The Eye & Cornea Transplant Centre at
Paragon Medical Centre in Orchard Road, Madam Lin said: "It was like suffering a
fate worse than death."”

Said the mother of two sons aged 12 and 15: "But I knew I could not give up,
because I still have my sons to take care of."

Things started looking up after a doctor suggested that she come to Singapore for
surgery.

At the start of the year, she arrived in Singapore and underwent two concurrent
operations which miraculously restored vision to her right eye.

They were performed by opthalmologist Leonard Ang, medical director of the
specialist eye clinic.

He said: "When Madam Lin first came to me, her eyes were scarred and inflamed.
The right cornea was so thin that it was on the verge of perforating."

Over the past five years, Dr Ang has seen about 100 patients, both foreign and
local, with the same eye condition.

Damage to the eye has many other causes, such as chemical injury and hereditary
conditions, he said.
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He completed the two complex operations - ocular surface reconstruction and
artificial cornea transplantation - on Madam Lin's right eye in four hours.

Dr Ang said that it is the first time in Singapore that both operations were carried
out together.

He said it was necessary to do so because a cornea transplant alone would not
have sufficed, as the disease she suffered from was progressing quickly.

The lifespan of an artificial cornea is for life, provided that there are no
complications, said Dr Ang.

The operations gave Madam Lin the gift of sight once again - something she had
longed for for years.

Now, she hopes that the same miracle can be repeated with her left eye.
Grateful for the help she has received, Madam Lin said: "I'm willing to share my
experience and help others suffering from the same condition as me, to tell them
there is hope to be able to see again."
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